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NOTE 


4" 

rriHE Government of India issue periodically daring tlie season estimates 
of the yield of certain crops. These estimates are compiled from, local 
statements in the Statistical Department. 

. It has been the practice to issue, during the season, a preliminary forecast, 
a second ‘estimate, and a third (and final) estimate, fuller and more precise 
than the first two. The summaries in the present publication are a con- 
densation of the final estimates. They present in a connected and convenient 
form a record of the conditions of the season as reported at the time from 
each province. 

c following the summaries is a set of tables in which are stated the area 
sWn and the estimated yield of the crops. These tables are abstracts of the 
tables'^' ;^ppended to the, final estimates. The figures, af is well known, are 
not complete. Those received from Madras, for instance, do not include the 
zaminddri area, that is, the area of large proprietary estates, which constitutes 
a third of the Presidency. The figures received from the Native States also 
are generally very defective. It should bo noted too that reports are received 
only from provinces in which the crop is extensively grown j for instance,, 
estimates of the yield of rice are received only from Burma, Bengal, and 
Madras. 
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EICE 

In Bengal the rainfall was unnsnally deficient in the period from July to Octoberj and 
widespread injury was done to the winter crop. DeGcient rain during the [early part of the 
season also affected the autumn crop. 

In Madras too the season was adverse^ the rain failing over large areas. 

In Burma conditions were Batis&ctory. 


In Bengal the autumn rainfall was general and favourable, induoing extended cultivation. 
In Madras also the season was favourable and the condition of the crop good until 
Kovember when the rains failed in places. 

In Burmo oonditionB were good overywheic. 


. Ihrotighoub Bengal there was abnormally heavy rain, with destructive floods in east 
Bengal and parts of north Bihar; hut on the whole the season was very favourable for winter 
and n^uBfft^mahlo for autumn rice. 

In' M ad nb^^he season was generally favonrnhle for sowings, and though the rains of 
the autumn and Wi^r injured the crop in some places, the yield was threc>fourths of a full 
average. 

In Burma the season was favourable. 

J i u - - 

Over the greater part of Bengal the late rains were favourable to winter rice which gave 
a better crop than had been known for some years. For the autumn rice the season was in 
the main favourable. 

• In Madras the south-west monsoon was late and the rainfall generally partial and insufll- 
cient, but in the Korthern, Central, and Deccan districts, and in Tanjoro and Trichinopoly, 
the crop was on the whole good. Elsewhere the unfavourable character of the north-east 
monsoon affected the crop. 

In Burma tiie crop suffered somewhat from insuffleient rain. 


The season in Bengal up to September was on the whole favourable, though rain was 
deficient in some districts,^ The deficiency was marked in September and October over large . 
areas, and there w'as practically no rain in Hovomher. 

In ^Madras the crop generally was fair, though in some places in c^rnsequoneo of the 
failure of' the early rains, the yield was smtdl. The crop was also affocte^in Godavari and 
Kistna by floods. ‘ ‘ ^ ^ v > ' 

In Burma the late rains wein unequally distributed, but the yield, owing to the larger area 
'sown, was satisfactory. , 

, In Bengal the season was very nnfavonrahle, tho early withdrawal of the monsoon 
seriously affecting tho crop, A little good was done" by rain in February, but there was 
an extensive failure of the crop, with famine, over large areas, espcoially in Bibnr. ' 

In Madras tho crop was generally reported to vary from fair to good, e.vcepl in Ganjam 
and .Vizagapatam whore large areas completely failed, and in the Decoan districts whore there 
was only a half crop. In these tracts famine prevailed. Conditions wero hotter in the southern 
districts. • , 

In Burma the season was favonrahle and tho crop excellent. ' ' . . 
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In Beng«il the anxiety oE the people to augment their reduced etooke of food induced 
them to substitute atitumn rice over extensive areas foi* nou-edible crops; and a good season 
for this crop was followed by a still better one for the great winter rice crop. 

In Madras an extended ar^a sown, the iacroase being attributed to the heavy rainfall 
of the south-west monsoon. The" conditions were on the whole suQicioatly goodj though qualiSed 
by the failure of the north-east monsoouj to produce a fair yield. 

In Burma the conditions of the season were uniformly favourable. 


In Bengal the season was in the main favourable^ and an extended area was placed 
under both autumn and winter rice. Though injury was done by floocTs in September in 
north Bihar confined to comparatively small areas^ and the heavy rain benefited the 

orop beyou^Iie submerged tracts and ou high lauds. 

In Mimras the rainfall was deficient in the northern districts and the Deccan, and 
excessive in the southern part of the' Carnatic. 

In Burma some injury was done to the crop by the failure of the rains towards the end 
of the season. 


In/Bengal the season was generally unfavourable to the autumn rice, the rainfall being 
excessive in Juue^ July, and August, aud below the average in the following months, lu 
districts also the autumn rice was injured by iusects. The season was not, however, so 
uofavoumble for the winter rice crop, which is far more important than the other* 

In Madras heavy rain in September and October enabled the cultivators to plant rice ^ 
freely, but the season did not continue to bo favourable for a good yield, especially in the 
Deccan, Carnatic, and southern districts. 

In Burma the season was good and the orop large, t 


In Bengal the season was on the whole not favourable for autumn lice, the rainfall being 
on the whole deficient and capriciously distributed. For the winter rice also the season was 
noz favourable, and the absence of rain at the time for sowing and transplanting led to a 
decline in the area sbwn. 

In Madras the season was not unfavourable and the crop was generally satisfactory. 

In Burma the crop was grown in normal conditions. 


WHEAT ^ 

In the Panjab the rainfall in September and October was generally very feivourable, but 
the subsequent break and the failure of the winter rains interfered with the full growth of the 
plant ot^unirriga^d land. Abnormally hot weather in March, as^ well as cold winds and frosts 
in February/ injured tbe ‘crop. 

In the Npith-Western Prorinces and Oudh heavy tain foil in August and September 
and greatly interfered with the preimration of the soil, but the moisture helped successful 
germination. The winter rains were delayed, but rain in Fobrnary benefited the crop. Hot 
winds in March and April damaged the grain, esj^oially in the western distriots. 

In Bengal conditions were generally- unfavourable. Abnormally dry weather from Octo- 
ber materially interfered with sowing operations and affected germination and growth, and 
tEe crop' was injured/ by early west winds in some parts of Bihar and north and east Bengal. 

In the Central" Provinces the season was abnormally dry, no rain falling from October 
to Janunty. The area sown was therefore restricted and the grain dried prematurely. , . 

In Bdmbay the rainfall was good in Gujarat and Khahdesb, but deficient in the Decoai^ 
and Karnfitak. The crop Buffered from adverse winds and absence of moisture in ELhandeshj 
while elsewhere in the Deccan both unirrigated and irrigated crops suffered from the absence 
of the late rains. In Sind conditions were less unfavourable, but frost and westerly winds 
effected the crop in places. 

In Berar the monsoon was characterised by excessive rain at sowing time, and tbe season 
was unfavourable, the north-east monsoon ceasing too early. The crop suffered from lack of 
moisture . 


In the Panjab the season was favourable^ aud continued rains in tbe winter months 
enconrag^ extensive sowings and improved prospects. " ^ ^ ^ * 

in the Korlh-Wesfem Provinces and Oudh the monsoon min, scanty in the beginning, 
was excessive ana continuous in August^ and September, hut fine weather then supervened and 
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•was favourable to getminaiions The ■vHuter rains benefited the crop, esp^bially on unirrig'ated 
' land. ' ' • ^ ... 

Tn Bengal tbe season was unfavourable owing tb deficient rain at soiving time, but 
the Tviater rains were beneficial elsccpt in nortb Bibar, though escessive rain in February 
and March injured the crop. 

' , In the Central Provinces rain in October was favourable on the whole, though escessive 
in Nagpur. The fcrop was greatly injured by rust, 

In Bombay the late raid was suffioiont in Gujarat, conditions were favourable to e^itcnded 
cultivation in the Deccan and the Siarndtab, and seasonable rain and sntDcient inundation 
encouraged sowings in Sind. 

In Berar the season was favonrablo. The monsoon arrived lato^ and this fact encouraged 
sowings of wheat, though excessive rain in Ootoher interrupted sowings in places. The crop 
suffered from blight in January and from stormy wcathor in March. 

/ 



In the Panjab the season Was very favourable. The winter rains were copious rand most 
soasonablp, though the crop was injured by rust in places, especially on low-lying lams. 

In tbe North-Western Provinces and Ondh the monsoon set in nnusually Wrly and 
rain was excessive and continuous from Julj*^ to Ootoher, Dry weather continued to t|ie end 
of Docember, and rain in January and Fcbi'dary was generally beneficial, but the crd]p was 
grciitly injured by high winds and rust. '-t 

In Bengal also the early rains wore pxccssivo, hut prolonged drought afterwards, and the 
absence of the winter rains until February, seriously affected tbe crop. Prospects were further 
impaired by wet and cloudy weather late in the season. 

In the Central Provinces sowings in Nagpur were greatly restricted in oonscquence of 
tbe losses frotn rust in 189S-93.‘ 

In i^ombay the monsoon rainfall was excessive for kbarif sowings and the area left 
Unsown was utilised for wheat in the eastern Deccan. Sufiiuient late rain enoonraged sowings 
in tbe Karu^tak, but elsewhere wheat was replaced by cotton and oilseeds. In Sind the absence 
of rain and oonsequont insufficient inundation restricted sowings. 

Jn 'Berar the season Wras good, though it varied' considerably in different districts, the 
rainfall in some being excessive. 


' In the Panjab the luonsoou rain was excessive and floods ensued in the central districts, 
.. b'ut, the monsoon ceased early, and the winter rain was sufficient. The harvestVas excellent. 

''Tp tbe North-Western Provinces and Oiidli the coutinuanoo of excessively heavy rain, 
especiary 'in.flie central and eastern districts, caused n slight contiaolion in the area sown. 
"Wet and cloudy weather and strong winds considerably affected the crop and shrivelled the 
grain. ^ ' 

In Bengal, in consequence of the Into arrival of the monsoon rain, the area sown was 
restricted, and the crop was seriously affcoted by prolonged drought from November to the 
middle of January, 

In the Central Provinces tbo area was greatly contracted, tbe crop suffered severely 
from heavy rain at the Lime of sowing, aud excessive moisture favoured the spread of fungoid 
disease in many distriots. 

In Bombay and Sind the season was on tbe whole favourable, aud the yield satisfactory, 
although the oiop suffered from cloudy weather, rust, and frost, 

In Berar, owing to heavy rain at the time of sowing, the season was not so favourable, 
and rust was common. 

In tbe Nizamis Territory heavy rain late in the season reduced the yield. 


Id tbo'-Panjab tbe monsoon rains were scanty and coacod early, tbe' winter rains were a 
failure, and disaster was aveiicd only by a general fall in the end of Januar}' and the hoo'ia* 
ning of February. At sowing time no useful rain fell in any district, and,thd area suwu was' 
■greatly restricted in nnirrigated tracts dependent entirely on the rainfall j in irrighled tracts, 
however, there was a' considerable' increase. The seasoll continued very unfavourable for land 
dependent on rain. 

In the North-Western Provinces and Oudh the character of the season' \i’l»s’ almost 
exactly like that in the Panjab, but the rain of January and February did ndt extend beyond 
Meerut and Bbhilkhknd. and part of Agra; nor was it suffioicut where it fell lo’remove'the 
effect of the prolonged drought over any gicat area. , > ' ' 

In Bengal also the autumn rains oeased early and the winter rains failed. > 

In the Centrar Provinces and Berar the monsoon rains came to an early and ahrup't 
toi'mination as elsewhere. The conditions wore unfavourable at sowing time and became 
worse later, with the result that a dofioient crop was taken from a contracted area. ' ‘ 

In Bombay ahd'Sind tho season ‘was on the whole unfavourable, owing gone'fally to Iho 
causes which affected the other provinces. The area and yield were both very unsatisfactory, 
tho yield in most’ places being only Buffioicni for local cousumpiion. ' * ' . 
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In the Fanjah ilie mongoon rains were deficient^ and sowings were restricted on 
nnirrigated and stimulated on irrigated land*^ Fairly good and timely rain in November, 
December, and Januaiy permitted of late sowing; and copious and well distributed rain in 
February, March, and April, which in an ordinary year wonld have been injurious, was bene- 
ficial to the cropf 

In the North-Western Provinces and Ondh the antnmn rain was very irregular ' 
and scanty, and greatly interfered with the preparation of the land. The winter rains were 
generally timely and well distributed, and improved prospects; but towards the end of February 
strong warm west winds did considerable damage. The area sown was mucb loss than the 
average, but where irrigated in time the crop was good. 

In Bengal the season was very unfavourable until tbe end of November. Bain in 
December, Janmuy, and February improved tbe crop, bub some injury was done to wheat lying 
on the thresMng-floois by rain in March. 

In tbe Cf^tral Provinces the winter rains were favourable except in four or five district^. 

In Bo^ay, owing chiefiy to tbe general failure of tbe late reins, sowings were greatly 
restricted./^ 

In B4rar there was practically no rain at sowing time. Large tracts reserved for wheat 
remained ^sown, much of tbe grain that was sown failed to germinate, tbe area reported under 
wheat wojs^ardly more than half that in 1895 - 96 , and tbe crop was almost a general failure. 

. IiyUajpntaua the area sown was reduced, partly by reason of deficient Tainfall at sowing 
time sfed partly through the substitution of linseed and gram for wheat in consequence of ^ 
r^^'^sive bad harvests of wheat. 

In tbe Nizamis Territory the season was almost equally unfavourable. 


In tbe Panjab tbe late autumn rains were sufiicient and well distributed. Bain in Decem- 
ber benefited the standing crops and encouraged further sowings, and abundant rain in 
Febrnary after a prolonged drought was partioularly beneficial. Subsequent conditions were 
favourable for harvesting opeiatious, but storms in the second half of May damaged the 
grain on the thi6<ibing-floors« 

In the North-Western Provinces and Oudh the season was very favourable for sowing. 
Bain was general and well distributed except from November to January when irrigation was 
freely resorted to. The prolonged dry weather, and tbe strong wind which followed, affected 
tbe crop on nnirrigated land, but it was considerably benefited by rain in February. 

In Bengal the season was favourable; the autumn rain was copious andwell distributed^ 
and the crop germinated satisfactorily. i 

In the Central Provinces conditions were not as favourable ns could have boeu desired^rhe 
autumn rain being insuiOoieDt for sowings. The crop suSered fr^m insufficient apisture, 
but rain in February was beneficial to the late sown crop. ^ ^ 

In Bombay tbe season was on the whole unfavourable, continuous" and excessive rain 
at sowing time preventing full sowings in some places. 

In Berar, too, tbe season was unfavourable, and* the esbaustion oE food-stocks during the 
famine induced sowings of jawat over much of the area usually reserved for wheat. No rniu 
fell after the wheat was sown, but the unusually cold winter months and heavy dews benefited 
the crop. 

In tbe Nizam’s Territory tbe seasonal conditions were not so unfavourable as in tbe 
preceding year. 


In the Panjab conditions were on the whole not favoitrable, Deficient rain in August 
retarded sowings, there was but little rain in the succeeding months except in September, 
and the injury thus caused on lands not under irrigation was increased by a cold wave in 
Januaiy, and by rust and insects. Finally storms and high winds in May damaged the grain 
on the threshing-floors. ^ * 

In the North-Western Provinces and Oudb tbe season was on the whole very favourable. 
The monsoon was late and the rain irregular and unevenly distributed, but it gave abundant 
showers and sufficient moisture at sowing time. The winter rains were timely and sufficient- 
In -Bengal the season was uniformly fayoumble ; the monsoon rain was heavy, and the 
early subsidence of the floods left n deposit of silt which was useful to cultivation. The 
winter rain also was of great benefit. " ^ 

In the Central Provinces tbe seasonal conditions were not good. Tbe heavy autumn ram 
interfered with tbe preparation of the soil, and the sudden cessation of the^ monsoon in 
tbe second half of September retarded sowings and produced defective germination. No ram 
fell until Fobrtiaiy when it could not bo expected to benefit a crop which had withered for 
Want o£ moisture. Injury by hail and frost was also reported from some of tbe northern 
distriols, . / " 

In Bombay tbe season was not on the whole favourable. The seasonable ond 
eumcient rain which fell when tbe seed was being sown was interrupted later, and^ sowings 
were and it was not until September that rain fell again in quantity and improved 

prospeots, ^The winter rains were also of bsnefitj On irrigated land conditions were fairly 
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good. In Siud tbe season was deoidedly bad, and sowings were restricted owing to 
insnilioieiit inundation and soanty rainfall • 

> In Berar tho season was not unfavonrablo at sowing timoj but tbe sudden cessation of 
the monsoon towa^'ds the end of September and tbo failure of tbe winter rains left insufficient 
moisture for the full development of the plants, and the grain was ilUmatnrcd and small. 

In the Nizamis Territory the rains which foUoWcd sowings wore generally favourable, 
bat when the plants were arriving at maturity rats infested the fields. 


In the Pnnjah the monsoon rain to the end of Septemh^” was partial nnd scanty, and in 
October, November, and December there was hardly any rain. About the tL^J week of 
January, however, there was a general fall, and further rain in February, foUowea “py showers 
in March and April, helped greatly in bringing tho crop to maturity. / 

I In the North-Western Provinces and Oudh the conditions of the eeasoa apWroximated 
closely to those described as prevailing in the Panjab, and the wheat crop did very wpll. 

^ In Bengal tbe want of rain at sowing time was felt in some districts, le^ing to a 
conti'aotioD in the area sown. On the whole, the season was not favourable to \^ent : tbe 
^ rainfall was irregular and badly distributed, and in some districts the crop suffered meo from 
hailstorms. " 

In the Central Provinces the monsoon began well, but its abrupt cessation at tho cIo^q of 
September impeded saccessful sowings. Tbo October rain, which determines tho successful 
germination of the wheat crop, was entirely absent. There was none in November and Decem- 
ber, and the few showers which fell at the close of January were too late to do any appreciable 
good. The soil was dry, the beat abnormal, and tbe usual dews did not fall. 

In Bombay tho season was so bad that in many places no sowings could be made. In 
September the vain was deficieot, and it failed altogether in November and December. Of 
the total area sown in the British districts of the Presidency proper, about 55 per cent was 
reported to have failed altogether to produce any crop; most of the crop which was obtained 
was brought to maturity under irrigation, but oven that crop was poor in consequence of tbe 
failure of water in wells and canals. 

In Berar the season ^ was ^disastrously bad. Even the best black soils failed to retain 
enough moisture for the successful growth of wliont, and in five out of the six districts sowings 
K were not attemped on nnirrigated land. Practically whatever was grown was irrigated from 
^‘Wclls, nnd in many places the wells failed. The crop was au almost absolute failure. 

In the Nizamis Teriitory the conditions and results wore similar to those in Brrar. 


raO> 




In the P.nnjab, after the heavy rains in August and September, large sowings were made 
on unirrigated lands, and the winter rains from December to March were so opportune 
tliroughout the province that in some districts the crops on wet lands were grown without the 
aid of irrigation. The crop was attacked in some districts by rust, favoured by the cloudy 
weather of Eebruary and Maroh, and it had to contend in places with strong dry winds, 
hail, fioods, excessive rain, and water-logging, as also, when tho damage was caused on tlie 
threshing-fioors, with untimely rain and storms. The yield was theicfore smaller than might 
have been expected from the large area sown. 

In the North-Western Provinces and Oudh the autumn rains were so distributed as to 
> permit of the adequate preparation of the fields for sowing. There was abundant moiatum in 
the soil, and the crop was sown in good time. Until the close of January the prospects were ' 
very bright nnd n full normal yield was expected; but the prolongation of the winter rains 
wdth cloudy weather into Eebiniary induced rust in almost every district* 

In Bengal tbe continuance of the winter rains into Eebruary caused serious injury to the 
crop which was then ripe, and iu Bihar, which had promised well, there was but a poor yield* ^ 

» In the Central Provinces continuous rain iu August and September int»^rtered with the 
preparation of land, and the absence of the usual October showers was unfavourable to sowings 
* in some districts. Germination was generally good, and, except in Nngpur, prospects wet e 
favourable until the contiuaed cloudy weather and rain in January and February induced rust 
which caused serious injury* - * - 

In Bombay the rainfall in Scjptembor and October was deficient in most places, and the ^ 
land did not retain sulBoient moisture to allow full sowings. Practically ho rain fell in 
November and ^December, and the young crop withered* Irrigated of ops fared better fora 
time, but they also suffered from scantiness of well water, while in places in Qujar^t rust, 
insects, and cloudy weather did harm. In tho Deooan and Karnatab the crop on unirrigAtod 
lands failed almost entirely, and tbo yield geneially was unsatisfactory. . hi Siud'^albne was 
tbe season generally good. ’ ^ ^ ^ ^ • 

In Berar the monsoon rainfall was in excess of the normal, but the rains ceased suddenly 
at the end of September, and the land, which bad become thoroughly paroheB during the 
famine year, did not retain Buffictent moisture for the successful growth of wheat., No whitej* 
yaiu foil until the crop had come into ear, and it was then too late to be of much benefit. / 
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In the Nizamis Territory sowings were not conducted in favourable conditions^ the rain 
holding off, but some little compensation was obtained from the winter rains. 

In Hajputana and Central India both area and yield were mucli below the average. 


^ . COTTON 

In thi^ Panjab the season was very unfavourable. The winter rains, which had been 
beneficial, were followed by a long drougljt, and the monsoon held off untfl the end ot July 
when laiiv was excessive. These conditions, and locusts, caused injuiy to both the early 
sowings and the late crop. 

In the North-Western Provinces and Oudh the weather conditions were the same as 
in the with a worse result. 

In tine Central Provinces the season was also unfavourable j the monsoon broke exceedingly 
late, aw then rain was heavy and continuous, injariug the crop on low land. 

Bomba 7 the "season was bad, rain was excessive in Gujarat, and late and deficient 
in the south Deccan and Earudtak, In 8iad the overflow of the Indus was also late and 
irregular. 

In Madras the rains failed almost entirely during the sowing season. In the southern 
districts extended sowings were made of the late crop, but excessive rain later in the season 
injured it. 


InthoPanjab the rains were again late and sowings were greatly restricted on nnirrigated 
lands in the east and north-east of the province. An inadequate inundation had a similar effect 
on irrigated land in the west. The monsoon though late was copious, and floods injured the 
early sowings. 

Similar conditions prevailed in the North-Western Provinces and Oudh. 

In the Cential Provinces excessive and injurious vaia fell in September and October. 

In Bombay the condition of the crop in Gujarat was greatly impaired by excessive raiax" 
in September. In the Earnatak a greater extent of land than usual was placed ut^r 
food-grains as a result of the soainity of the preceding seasons, and tlie area under cotton^as 
in consequence smaller than the average. In the Deccan rain was exceptionally fo^u^le for 
sowing and the area was increased. In Sind sowings were Vd owing to deficient 

water-supply and late inundation. ® 

In Berar the season was generally good when sowings were made, hut excessive rain in 
September and October injured the crop. 

In Madras serious injury resulted from a very deficient rainfall in the north-east mon- 
soon. 


In the Punjab tlie season was favourable, though some injury was caused by heavy 
floods in July. 

In the North-Western Provinces and Oudh contiilued heavy rain from July to October^ 
and strong winds, retarded weeding operations and greatly injured the crop. 

Excessive rain restricted sowings in Bengal, while in Orissa the same result was due to 


insufficient rain. 

In Bombay rain in November affected the crop. The late crop, owing to favourable 
rain at sowing^ covered a large area both in the Presidency and in Sind, but afterwards 
excessive rain reduced the yield. 

' In the Central Provinces and Berar excessive rain in November reduced the expectations ^ 
of a full to a fair crop. , ^ 

In Madras the season was favourable. The late crop covered a large area, hut conditions ** 
after sowing were unfavouiable by reason of excessive rain and cloudy weather. i 


In the Punjab the area under cotton, although, owing to rain and floods, less than ^ 
originally anticipated, was extraordinarily large; the monsoon' was oaprioious but on the 
whole vdry beneficial. 

In the North-Western Provinces, on the other hand, the area was slightly below the 
average $ and heavy rain and stormy winds in October and November reduced the yield. 

In Bengal owing to excessive rain the area of the early crop was below the average and 
the crop was affeoted by the late rains which interfered also with the sowing of the late crop. 
The weather which followed, however, was on the whole favourable. '' 
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- In the Centml Provinces and in Berar the rains were heavy a 
'crop. ^ ^ ^ . 

In Bomhay the I'nin was excessive in Gujarat and doGcient in 
the north and disease in the south enused further injury. 

» In Madras there was a restriction in the area sown with thearel^ 
in the northern and Deccan districts, to the fact that^ lands usually sc 
plactd under other crops, and in the southern districts mainly to the \ 


In the Punjab the season oommenoed well, but after July the rainfall > 
suiGcient and untimely, with the result that on irrigated land the crop was go 
land dependent eniitely on rain. 

In the Noith-Western Provinces and Oudh the rains were generally favov 
crop, weeding operations were properly carried out, nnd an tsoellent crop wae 
but the rainfall at the end of the season proved very scanty, and iusudicient moistn 
the development of the plant. The yield, however, was on the whole good. 

In Bengal the late sowings suffered from want of rain in Ocboher at sowing 
the crop was benefited by favourable weather later. 

In the Oenirai Provinces the deficiency of rain in the later months of the 
favoured the crop which was pavtionlarly good. 

In Berar also the scantier rainfall was beneficial to the crop. 

. In Bombay the absence of seasonable rain for sowing, and a long break in the ra.^. 

'•»ted sowings of early cotton. The area sown with the lute crop was also below 
to deficiency of sensonable rain. The season was, however, on the whole 
■'-"ling year, In Sind there was a deficiency of water. 

L sown was a little larger than the average owing to the favourable 
^hub the yield was estimated to be below the average. 


early 


' rain having fallen in April, sowings were greatly contracted on unirri- 
extousive sowings were made on irrigated areas. But the monsoon 
and it ceased early ; the harvest tborcCorc depended on iriigation which 
, the crop was bad. 

^'Western Provinces and Oudh there was snlBcicnt rain and the crop was in 
^{il the middle of August. Thereafter drought, with dry west winds, injured 
'y on unirrigated lands. 

jUe season was unfavourable, and the crop suffered from deficient rain and the 
^al of the monsoon. 

intral Provinces the rCinfall in September in many districts was very light 
and loo Uotbbm was ratnlers, and the plants did not bloom freely. 

In'Berar there was seasonable rain at sowing tTmc, and al inge area was sown, but the 
yield was very poor owing to the failure of the monsoon after Augnst. 

In Bombay the Ee.nson was on the whole unfavonrahlc, large tracts remaining nnsown 
owing to drought and dcfictenl rain in places. The dronghtj continued mote or less from the 
middle of August and seriously affected the crop, except in Gujarat and Sind where the season 
was fniiiy good. 

In Madras also the Crop suffered greatly from deficient rainfall, and in places from exces> 
sive rain. 

In the Nizam's Territory a restricted area was sown, and the crop was poor. 


In 


Tn the Pnnjah sowngs were restricted owing to insufiioient min and the replacement of 
cotton by food-grains, * The yield on the restricted area was above the average. ' 

In the 'North-WSstem Provinces and Ondh the monsoon commenced late and the crop 
on low lands suffered from excessive rain j hut, on the whole &e condition and quality of the 
rop were good. ' 

In Bengal the season was on the whole favourahlo. 

In the Central Provinces excessive and continuons rain in September and October injured 
*lie crop, j 

In Berar the season though a little late Was on the whole favourable.’' 

In Bombay the yield of both early and late crops was materially smaller than the average, ' 
prospects of the crop wove good_ until December, When it suffered from blight nnd locusts 
in many places. In Sind also the yield was comparatively small, the oonditione of the season 
leaving much to be desired. ' 

In Madras the rainfall wils seasonable and snlfioient, and an extended area wassoyn in the 
districts growing ** northern ” and '‘.western” varieties, bat tbo lateness of the monsupn con- 
tracted tbe area in plaocs where Tinncvclly and Salem oottoii is grown.. The crop wns;injurcd 
by blight or drought in'some of the principal cotton-growing districts. < 

, In the Nizam's Territory* the area sown was 'large, but owing to an nnfavourablo sCtison, 
fire yield was bad. ‘ , . • * 


1896-97 


1897‘93 
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1899^1900 


1900-01 


\ 

i' min fall iifc sovTingc time was scanty, in August it was irregular and 
/u sboweiB ill September did much to develope and mature the crop. 
jk and insutBeient, and sowings on irrigated lands were in consequence 

^estein Frovit^ces and Oudh the season was on j the whole favourable, 
excessive rain in parts. The dry weather in October beneBted the crop. 

/ season was unfavourable owing to the uneven character of the monsoon. 
aI Provinces excessive rain at sowing time interrupted weeding operations in 
^ricts, and in places insuSicient lain caused defective germination. UVought 
iiutumn. 

,^dry weather in October and the failure of the late rains had a had effect, 
was good. 

^bay Uie area under early cotton was increased in some places as a result o£ 
lains and the rotation of crops*, but that increase was almost counterbalanced by 
in olber places. The cultivation of cotton, especially in tbe Deccan and Karndtah, 
'et 'fully recovered from the check it received in 1897-98 by an unusually large sow- 
ed crops after the famine of 1896-97 ; and the late crop covered an area smaller than 
ge owing to unfavomable mins and to tho substitution of other crops in place of 
'The season was good until December, and though the crop afterwards suffered from 
d cloudy weather in Qujarat, adverse winds in the Karnatab, and frost in Sind, the 
was abundant. 


,^-Iu Madras, owing partly to tho unfavourable season in the Deccan districta^iiJid^’VU'ib* ^ 
to tbe low price of cotton, a reduced area was sown, and the yield was very 
In the Nizamis Territoiy the monsoon was late at the Gommencemf>^ 
though piospects were improved by rain in August and September, tr 
In Kajputana tho season was on the whole unfavourable owium 
Cenirr.I India the crop did well. ' 



was 

ntirely 


In the Panjab the prospects of the crop were generally hopeful in 
season, and sufficient rain at sowing time and a good supply of canal water] 
to sow an extensive area, a large proportion being on laud irrigated by cai 
with the holding off of rain in August and- September the condition of 
and the yield was poor* 

In the North-Western Provinces and Oudh excessive rain in June 
wiHi sowings and was also injurious to ihe young plant. Thereafter the absl 
even more injurious, especially in uniriigated tracts where the crop ~ 
lost. 

In Bengal in the carl)[ part of the season the rainfall wos^ irregularly distribi/ted, and 
later it was on tbe whole inadequate, and the yield of the CTOp, both early and late, was not 
good. 

In the Central Provinces the season was one of very exceptional drought, and the 
plants suffered not only from want of rain hut from abnormal and scorching heat. 

In Berar the season was so unfavourable as to be little short of disastrous. The rainfall 
was deficient at ihe sowing season, and the subsequent drought in July prevented later 
sowings. The late rains also entirely failed, and with them the crop* 

In Bombay the season was extremely unfavourable to the early crop, and though 
it was relieved hove and there by partial showers in August and September^ it completely 
failed iu most places. The late sown crop also withoied in many places and u^here it 
survived gave a very poor yield. In Sind the water supply was deficient and the yield poor. 

In hladras the season was, on the whole, unfovourable and the yield very poor. 

In the Nizam's Territory the monsoon, which promised to be favourable at the commence- 
ment of the searon, failed in Jaly and August. TWe was some rain in the beginning of 
September, but the continuance of the drought after the middle of September told heavily ctJ 
ihe crop. - * / 

In Centml India and Rajputana the conditions of the season resembled those of Bomba’ 
and Berar, and their effect on the ootton crop was quite as bad. / 


In the Pan jab ihe largest area yet reported was sown, about 75 per cent on irrigated 
land. But the crop suffered greatly in some districts from insects, and the heavy monsoon 
lains also retarded growth. 

In the North-Western Provinces and Ondb the monsoon commenced late, and though in 
June s(^e thunderstorms gave heavy local falls in places, hot and dry weather continued until 
tbe beginning ojE July over the greater part of the provinces. The rain continued to be defirieufc 
and unevenly distributed until tbe last week of August when excellent rain was received 
^iToughout the provinces, and the 'fall in September was generally in excess of the average. 
Thereafter the weather continued generally>^ favoui8J)le» A good yield in quantity and 
quality was the result. ^ A:r/ 




